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It is an honour and privilege to have been invit-
ed by the ISCGM secretariat to author a paper to 
be published in this edition of the Global Map-
ping Newsletter on the involvement of Kenya 
with the Global Mapping Project.  Survey of 
Kenya is the survey and mapping agency 
charged with the responsibility of producing and 
maintaining various types of topographical maps 
required for development, planning and man-
agement purposes.  The department has pro-
duced maps covering the whole country at the 
scale of 1:250,000 consisting of forty seven (47) 
sheets.  Sixty three percent of the country is 
covered by maps at the scale of 1:50,000.  
There are five hundred and twenty three (523) 
sheets covering the agricultural potential areas 
of Central, Western, Southern Western and 
Southern parts of the country.  The arid and 
semi-arid areas of North-Western, North-Eastern 
and Eastern parts are covered with topographical 
maps at the scale of 1:100,000. 
 
Kenya has been a member of the International 
Steering Committee for Global Mapping 
(ISCGM) since its inception.  This is in recog-
nition of the importance of the Global Mapping 
Project in the collection, processing and dis-
semination of data that will facilitate access to 
information on global environmental issues and 

the advantages that will accrue once the project 
is implemented. 
 
Survey of Kenya has produced maps for the 
whole country at the scales of 1:1 million and 
1:1.25 million.  The maps provide spatial data 
on elevation, vegetation, land use, drainage sys-
tem, transportation and administrative bounda-
ries that is required for the production of the 
Global Map.  Since we have not computerized 
our survey and mapping operations, we are par-
ticipating in the Global Mapping Project at level 
C; and are willing to co-operate with any level A 
National Mapping Organization that can develop 
suitable data for us for use in the Global Map-
ping initiative. 
 
The publication of the global map will be of 
great use to us and other countries in Africa.  
One of the major challenges facing us is the 
eradication of poverty.  Kenya is committed to 
poverty reduction as a key ingredient to building 
an economically strong and prosperous nation.  
According to United Nations Secretariat, pov-
erty is an ethical, social, political and economic 
imperative of humankind, whose causes should 
be addressed in the concept of sectional strate-
gies, such as environment, food security, popu-
lation, migration, health, shelter, human re-
sources development, clean water and sanitation 
and rural development.  The lack of accurate 
and well documented information in these sec-
tors has proven to be major limitating factor in 
the proper planning and management of our nat-
ural resources and the monitoring of our envi-
ronment. 
 
The United Nations Conference on Environment 
and Development in promulgating Agenda 21 
recognized that in order to promote sustainable 
development, more extensive knowledge is re-
quired of the Earth’s carrying capacity including 
the processes that could either impair or enhance 
its ability to support life.  To achieve sustaina-
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ble development measures must be taken to de-
velop agriculture and forestry; harness our min-
eral resources and monitor water effectively and 
create or enhance infrastructure network for 
these are the most important resources that 
comprise the total carrying capacity.  These 
resources can be managed only with a good ge-
ography of the area where these management 
activities are to take place; and this information 
with a spatial dimension can only be effectively 
represented by a map. 
 
In order to eradicate poverty and implement the 
recommendations of Agenda 21 on environment 
and sustainable development, maps will be re-
quired to store, manage and analyze spatiality 
related data necessarily useful for natural re-
sources and environment management.  The 
Global Map, is such a tool, and will also be a 
useful  instrument to the policy makers 
and researchers within the international commu-
nity involved with mitigation of disasters and 
environmental hazards.  It will provide envi-
ronmental data globally showing the status and 
trends of the planets ecosystems natural re-
sources and reduce the gap in the availability, 
quality, coherence, standardization and accessi-

bility of data that has existed between different 
countries.  This will enhance the capabilities of 
countries to make informed decisions concerning 
environment and sustainable development. 
 
We, in Kenya, have recognized the necessity of 
accelerating the development of our natural re-
sources that has been degraded and depleted as a 
result of our increase in population.  We have 
to establish measures to mitigate environmental 
hazards; develop food security early warning 
systems and assess biodiversity in order to stim-
ulate social economic development.  The pub-
lication of the Global Map will enhance these 
measures and foster and improve the manage-
ment of our natural resources and monitoring 
our environment. 
 
Survey of Kenya hopes that its participation and 
support of the Global Mapping; will in return be 
introduced into the digital mapping world that 
will facilitate frequent revisions of its maps 
through the use of satellite imageries and the 
consequence will be availability of up-to-date 
maps and data for our decision makers, planners, 
environmentalists and researchers.

 Global Mapping Session in the Cambridge Conference  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cambridge Conference was held on 19-23 July 
1999 at St. John’s College, Cambridge, United 
Kingdom.  This is a global conference for na-
tional mapping organizations hosted by the 
Ordnance Survey.  The conference theme was 
“National mapping in changing times: global 
technology, policies and practice.”  Some 232 

participants from 73 countries gathered and dis-
cussed common problems facing most national 
mapping organizations today. 
 
The conference was composed of nine sessions. 
The Wednesday morning session was arranged 
as the session for Global Mapping chaired by 
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Prof. John E. Estes, UCSB, USA and organized 
by Mr. Motoyuki Kidokoro, GSI, Japan. 
 
At the beginning of the session, four speakers 
presented their papers.  They are “Needs of the 
Global Map for Global Environment Problems” 
by Mr. Kidokoro, “Global Land Cover: The need 
for a Dynamic, Long-term database” by Dr. Will 
Steffen, IGBP, Sweden, “Use of Global Geospa-
tial Data for Hazard Reduction and Mitigation” 
by Dr. K. Eric Anderson, USGS, USA and “The 
Contribution of the Global Map to a GSDI” by 
Mr. Drew Clarke, Ausindustry, Australia.  Prof. 
Estes also addressed the importance of Global 
Map using viewgraph to the floor. 
 
After the presentation, vital debate took place.  
Global Mapping was basically applauded by po-
tential data users such as scientific community 
and industry.  Non-participating National 
Mapping Organizations also recognized the im-
portance of Global Mapping and sincerely con-
sider possibilities of their cooperation.  Several 

countries announced their participation during 
the session. 
 
It was recognized that Global Map is useful not 
only for studying global environmental issues 
but also for big disasters such as hurricane, vol-
canic eruption or earthquake. 
 
Some country raised the issue that in order to 
justify their participation in the project they 
need a convincing reason based on short and 
long term benefit to their country, especially 
small island countries. 
 
On the other hand, private sectors from GIS in-
dustry expressed their interest in Global Map as 
a basic geo-spatial data set and would seek the 
possibility of their related business. 
 
The session was very successful and schedule of 
the Sixth ISCGM Meeting on Saturday was an-
nounced for further discussion. 

 
The Sixth Meeting  

of International Steering Committee for Global Mapping 
 
The Sixth Meeting of the International Steering 
Committee for Global Mapping (ISCGM) was 
hosted by the Ordnance Survey and held on 24 
July 1999 at St. John’s College, Cambridge, 
United Kingdom following the Cambridge Con-
ference. 
 
By taking advantage of the Cambridge Confer-
ence where many top leaders of the national 
mapping organizations in the world gathered, 
ISCGM invited as many participants as possible 
and it resulted in the participation of more than 
sixty people in the meeting. 
 
Prof. John E. Estes, UCSB, USA was reelected 
as  Cha i rperson .   Da to’  Abdul  Maj id  B in  
Mohamed was appointed as Vice-Chairperson, 
Mr. M. Akiyama as Secretary General, and Dr. 
H. Murakami as Assistant Secretary General.   
Dr. Michael Wood of the ICA and Mr. Daniel 
Claasen of UNEP were introduced as advisors. 
It was the first meeting since official registra-
tion of participation in the Global Mapping pro-
ject had started with the UN recommendation 
letter.  The Chairperson addressed the im-
portance of Global Map at the beginning of the 
meeting especially for the sake of newly partic-
ipated and anticipated countries’ representatives.  
Then, activities of secretariat and working 
groups were reported.  Number of participating 

countries in Global Mapping was reported as 66 
and 36 countries were under consideration as of 
the day.  Four other countries announced their 
participation during the meeting.  It was an-
nounced that participation of European countries 
would be discussed at the CERCO General As-
sembly in September. 
 
Despite the importance of Data Policy in Global 
Mapping, Working Group 3 had not been active.  
It was commented that CERCO could lead and 
activate this working group. 
 
Regarding matching between level A and C 
countries, it was noted that there is a rich history 
of certain countries assisting others.  Therefore, 
it is expected that level C countries would in-
form the Secretariat if they have any preference 
of working with a specific level A country. 
 
Other topics discussed at the meeting were: 
procedure of reporting and monitoring of the 
Global Mapping project implementation; strate-
gy for phase 2 of Global Mapping project; col-
laboration with industry and others. 
 
The next meeting will be held in Cape Town on 
16 March 2000 immediately after the GSDI 
meeting. 
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  Global Map and Related Meetings 
Followings are Global Map and related meetings.  Information on related meetings will be highly 
appreciated.  Meetings with "*" mark are to be confirmed, and with "?" mark to be determined. 
 
1999 

 27-28 September, Florence, Italy 
CERCO General Assembly 
 

 29-30 September, Kyoto, Japan 
9th Plenary Meeting of ISO/TC211 
 

 18-22 October, Lisbon, Portugal 
16th Directorate of Geographic Institutes in 
South America, Spain and Portugal Meeting 
 

 1-5 November, Fremantle, Australia 
6th South East Asian Surveyors Congress 
http://www.isaust.org.au/40thcong/indes.htm 
 

 8-12 November,Guatemala City, Guatemala 
The Pan American Institute of Geography 
and History - PAIGH 1999 Meeting 
 

2000 
 9-10 March, South Africa 

10th Plenary Meeting of ISO/TC211 
 

 13-15 March, Cape Town, South Africa 
4th GSDI Meeting 
 

 16 March, Cape Town, South Africa 
7th Meeting of ISCGM 
 

 27-31 March, Cape Town, South Africa 
   28th International Symposium on Remote    
   Sensing of Environment 
 

 11-14 April, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia? 
15th UNRCCAP 

 
 14-26 July, Amsterdam, Netherlands 

19th ISPRS Congress 
 

 28-29 September, USA 
11th Plenary Meeting of ISO/TC211 

 
2001 

 March - April, Portugal* 
12th Plenary Meeting of ISO/TC211 
 

 April, Colombia 
5th GSDI Meeting 
 

 April, Colombia 
8th Meeting of ISCGM* 
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