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Fifth Meeting of the 
Permanent Committee on GIS Infrastructure for Asia and the Pacific 

Held with Success 
Prof. Yang Kai, Deputy Director General of SBSM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome Address by Mr. JIN Xiangwen 
Director General, SBSM 

The Fifth Meeting of the Permanent Committee on GIS In-
frastructure for Asia and the Pacific (PCGIAP) was suc-
cessfully held from April 19-22, 1999 in Beijing, China.  
Fifty-four representatives from the region participated in the 
meeting hosted by the State Bureau of Surveying and Map-
ping of China (SBSM). 
 
The meeting was opened by cordial welcome addresses of 
Mr. JIN Xiangwen, Director General of SBSM, and Dato' 
Abdul Majid Mohamed, President of PCGIAP.  In the fol-
lowing days, the Committee discussed and analyzed the 

progress and work plans of its two working groups and one 
taskforce in their main projects of regional geodetic network, 
regional fundamental datasets, and identifying the develop-
ment needs of member countries.  Cadastral issues and the 
formation of a cadastral working group within PCGIAP 
were also discussed..  With the encouraging outcomes of 
the meeting, Beijing witnessed PCGIAP's another step to-
ward its aims. 
 
In conjunction with the 5th PCGIAP meeting, an Interna-
tional Seminar on Spatial Data Infrastructure (SDI) was 
jointly organized by SBSM and the Committee.  Twelve 
presentations on the development of SDI at global, regional 
and national level were made by representatives of interna-
tional initiatives and experts from concerned Chinese gov-
ernment departments and research institutes.  Over one 
hundred people, including not only the PCGIAP delegates, 
but also representatives from diverse sector s of the host 
country, attended the seminar.  It is believed that the 
PCGIAP meeting and the SDI seminar held in Beijing will 
give an impetus to the development of NSDI in China. 
 
The next meeting of PCGIAP will be held together with the 
15h United Nations Regional Cartographic Conference for 
Asia and the Pacific (UNRCC-AP) around March 2000.

 

The Activity of ISO/TC211 
 
The eighth plenary meeting of ISO/TC211 was held in Vi-
enna on March 4 and 5, 1999.  About 90 experts partici-
pated in the meeting from 26 countries and 8 liaison organi-
zations.  Eighteen resolutions were passed at the meeting.  
 
The programme of work were adjusted in the resolution 99.  
Most work items are expected to be at the International 
Standard status in the year 2000. 
 
The ninth plenary meeting will be held in Kyoto, Japan on 
September 29 and 30 this year. ISO/TC211 welcomes the 
participation of ISCGM in the meeting as a liaison member.  

Working group meetings will be held prior to the plenary 
meeting. 
   
Attached to the plenary meeting ISO/TC211 seminar will be 
held on October 1 at the same venue.  Three TC211 ex-
perts will present on the issues of standardization of geo-
graphic information in TC211, and three Japanese specialists 
will explain standard related issues in Japan at the seminar.  
 
More detail information is provided on the following 

web-site.:  http://www.statkart.no/isotc211
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 Countries and Regions of Global Mapping Project  
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 Global Mapping Training Course by JICA 
 
"Global Mapping" training course is reor-
ganized by Japan International Cooperation 
Agency (JICA).  Geographical Survey Insti-
tute (GSI) is the training institution of this 
course.  
   
One of the objectives of this course is to sup-
port developing countries to prepare the data of 
the Global Map (GM) .  Participants will not 
only grasp the concept of the GM, but also 

make a sample of the GM in its curriculum.  It 
will be held from Oct. 4 to Dec. 19, this year.  
Next year, the duration may be changed.  Five 
persons are to be invited. 
 
For more information such as the way of appli-
cation to “Global Mapping” training course, 
please get through your government.  The ap-
plication shall be made through diplomatic 
channel. 

 

  Greetings from New Secretary General of ISCGM 
Minoru Akiyama 

 
Dear Readers of the GM Newsletter, 
 
It is my pleasure to inform you that I was ap-
pointed as new secretary general of the Interna-
tional Steering Committee for Global Mapping 
(ISCGM) on June 2, 1999 by the Chairperson 
Prof. John E. Estes. 
 
I will do my best in achieving duties of the sec-
retariat, as my predecessor Mr. Nobuo Nagai has 
done.  In order to push forward the Global 
Mapping Project, I hope you will continue to 

support us in every aspect of the Global Map-
ping Project. 
 
We distribute this newsletter quarterly without a 
fee to the people who are involved or interested 
in the Global Mapping Project. 
 
I would appreciate it if you send us any request 
on this newsletter. 
 
 

 

  Global Map and Related Meetings 
 
Followings are Global Map and related meetings.  Information on related meetings will be high-
ly appreciated.  Meetings with "*" mark are to be confirmed, and with "?" mark to be deter-
mined. 
 
1999 
 19-23 July, Cambridge, UK 

Cambridge Conference 
 

 24 July, Cambridge, UK 
6th Meeting of ISCGM 
 

 14-21 August, Ottawa, Canada 
19th International Cartographic Conference 
http://www.ccrs.nrcan.gc.ca/ica1999/ 
 

 29-30 September, Kyoto, Japan 
9th Plenary Meeting of ISO/TC211 
 

 1-5 November, Fremantle, Australia 
6th South East Asian Surveyors Congress 
http://www.isaust.org.au/40thcong/indes.htm 
 

2000 
 February?, Bangkok, Thailand? 

15th UNRCCAP  
 

 9-10 March South Africa* 
10th Plenary Meeting of ISO/TC211 
 

 27-31 March 
             Cape Town, South Africa 
   28th International Symposium on Remote    
   Sensing of Environment 
 
 14-26 July, Amsterdam, Netherlands 

19th ISPRS Congress 
 

 28-29 September, USA* 
11th Plenary Meeting of ISO/TC211 


